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Let’s Play Together  

 

Joseph Dixon with JAWAD  Grades: 1-5 

 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
This uniquely inclusive performance is designed for audiences of both children of special needs and children 
without. Using storytelling and music making, the show works to promote acceptance, respect and teamwork 
among all children. The show ends with audience members invited to join in the live music-making community 
drum circle using unique instruments from various cultures.  
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Music Science Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
*Demonstrate good audience etiquette. 
*Practice positive speaking and listening skills. 
*Engage in original writing. 
*Practice problem solving. 
*Study how sound is produced.  
 
 

1 1.1, 3, 4, 5, 6 1.6, 9, 10 1..1, 2, 8, 9 1.1 1.19 

2 2.. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 2.6, 9, 10 2..1. 2, 8, 9 2.1 2.20 

3 3. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 3.6,9, 10 3..1. 2, 8, 9 3.1 3.19 

4 4.. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6. 4.6, 9, 10 4.,1  2, 8, 9 4.1 4.23 

5 5. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 5.6. 9, 10 5..1  2, 8, 9 5.1 5.26 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 Reporting 
Category  1 

Science Grade 5 Reporting 
Category 1 

 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development; and 
  effective use of language and conventions. 
* Demonstrate an understanding of force, motion, and energy and their 
  relationships. 
 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 

character * A person in a novel, play, or movie 
  

setting * The place or type of surroundings where a story or event takes place. 
 

plot * The main events of a play, novel, movie, or similar work, usually with a beginning, 
middle and end. 
 

guitar * A stringed musical instrument, with a fretted fingerboard, and six or twelve strings, 
played by plucking or strumming. 
 

Djembe drum * A rope-tuned skin-covered goblet drum played with bare hands, originally from West 
Africa. According to the Bambara people in Mali, the name of the djembe comes from the 
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saying "Anke djé, anke bé" which translates to "everyone gather together in peace" and 
defines the drum's purpose. 
 

timbre *Also known as tone color, is the perceived sound quality of a musical note, sound or 
tone. In simple terms, timbre is what makes a particular musical sound have a different 
sound from another. 
 

dynamics * Loudness. The varying levels of volume of sound in different parts of a musical 
performance. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• Why are people different?  
• How should you treat someone who is different from yourself? 
• What kinds of things are easier to do with a partner or group? 

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn from the performance today? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Write a poem that begins, “We are all different. We are all the same.”  
• Write and chant cheers (with gestures) such as “To get a job done, it takes everyone!” 
• (Older students) How many 4-letter words can you make from the word “teamwork?” Examples: 

team, work, meat, tame, worm, warm, wear, weak, tear, etc.  Use them in a story or poem. 
 

 
 
 

Math:  
 

• Divide into teams and create math problems for each other to solve. The team that solves the most wins. 
• Give children a page of random dots. (The younger the children the fewer the dots.) Ask them to create 

teams (sets) of 4 by circling every four dots. Count up how many teams (sets) they created. Repeat with 
teams of 5 or another number.  

 
 
 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Investigate jobs where people work in teams. Examples: assembly lines, sports teams, filmmakers, 
band/orchestra, police officers, restaurant cooks/chefs, construction workers, etc. 



 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 

Joseph Dixon 
Performance 

 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2023 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057   Scheduling: 713.520.9264 Fax: 713.552.0612  www.yahouston.org       
 

• What skills do you think you need to work well on a team?  
 

 
 
 

Science:  
 

• Explore animals that work as a team. Examples: lions, Canadian geese, bees, ants, wolves, etc.  
• Learn more about drumbeats and other sounds and how they are produced. 

 
 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:  

Teamwork: https://www.unicefkidpower.org/fun-team-building-activities-for-kids/ 

Drum activities: https://living.thebump.com/drumming-activities-promote-creativity-children-10091.html 

 

Related SmartBoard and Interactive Activities 
Inclusion: https://exchange.smarttech-prod.com/preview/12e91ac6-ffa4-4a73-bf69-4e0e5e53ef84 

 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 
Joseph Dixon - With over twenty-five years’ experience, Joseph has conducted over a thousand workshops, 
residencies and performances in the Houston, Dallas, Beaumont and San Antonio areas through the collaborative 
partnerships with schools and organizations, including Young Audiences of Houston. He designs and teaches art 
activities that utilize TEKS to support effective classroom learning. Award-winning and multi-talented, Mr. Dixon 
has presented lectures, workshops, classes, exhibitions, and performances both locally and nationally and has had 
several of his writings and illustrations published. 
 
JAWAD is a singer, guitarist, songwriter, poet, oral interpreter, and educator. He grew up in Chicago and was 
influenced by guitar virtuosos Wes Montgomery, Jimi Hendrix, B.B. King, and Albert King. Jawad attended Montana 
State University and traveled the country, playing festivals and competitions. He has opened or performed with Dizzy 
Gillespie, Gerald Albright, Alex Bugnon, the Manhattans, and others, but his proudest accomplishment is teaching 
music in public schools. He joined the Texas Institute for Arts in Education to teach after-school music programs, and 
he is a veteran artist for Young Audiences of Houston. 
 
 


